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10 September 2004

" Dear Sir/Madam,

Control on Import of Hazardous Electronic Wastes
Waste Disposal Ordinance, Cap.354

U write to solicit your cooperation and support in stopping import of hazardous
electronic wastes, in particular waste televisions and computer monitors, into Hong Kong,

Surveillance in recent months shows that there is a continuous flow of
“hazardous electronic wastes (mainly waste televisions and computer monitors) from North
America and Asia Pacific region. Most of them are imported in the name of recyclable
waste such as “mixed metal scraps™ or under the disguise of second-hand goods in order 10
by-pass the local permit control of the Waste Disposal Ordinance, Cap 354 (WDQ) and the
scrutiny of the Basel Conventional miernationally. Our iﬁvasﬁgaﬁon reveals that these
so-called “used 'monitors™ or “used televisions” are in fact controlled waste destined pizy
recycling in some developing countries in Asia. In this regard, I would like to advise vou to
stop accepting any order or instruction for importing used monitors and televisions into Hong
Kong, unless you have taken ALL measures to ensure that they are not subject to control
under the WDO. In addition, before aceepting any instruetion to import inte Hong Kong: any
“mpetal scrap”, “mixed metal scrap” or “used appliances”, vou should first check and confirm
with shipper that no used menitors, used televisions or other hazardous waste subject to
control under the WDO are included. : :
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You should note that import of controlled waste into Hong Kong without a
permit (whether knowingly or not) constitutes an offence under the WDO and the offender is
liable to a fine of $200,000 and 6 months’ imprisonment.  You should therefore refrain from
getting involved inadvertently -in these offences in bringing any waste shipment imto Hong
Kong. For this yeason, it is in your company’s interest 1o avoid accepting those dubious
orders or instructions; you should also inform vour overseas offices and agencies to follow
the same. In addition, in case there is any of such suspected shipment come 1o your
aftention, you should refer them to us for investigation., - '

We will, in collaboration with the Customs and Excise Department and the
OVerseas control authorities, closely monitor all the cargoes conting to Hong Keng. Should
any illegally imported hazardous electronic waste be found in any shipment, lagal
proceedings will be initiated against the responsible parties without warning,

_ Should you have any queries in this relation, please feel free to contact us 1
2755 5462, For more Information about the waste import and export controt, please visit cur
website at hitp:/www.epd. gov.hk/, ' : ' '

Youis faiﬂlfuﬂ_}',

(Stephen C.W. SIU}
for Dlirector of Environmental Protection
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' Dear Siv/Madam,
Control on Import of Waste Telcvisim_is and Computer Mopitors
Waste Disposal Ordinance, Cap.354
B 1 write to advise vou of the measures that should be taken when receiving
Instructions or erders to import into Hong Kong any contatner declarad a5 10 contain “used
televisions” or “used compater monitors” in order 10 avoid committing any import offence
under the Waste Disposal Ordinance {WDO), Cap.354, inadvertently. :
It has come to our attention that there is an increasing quantity-of hazardous-
electronic wagtes (mainly waste televisions apd cotnputer monitors) transshipped through
Hong Kong, These hazardous elscironic wastes are subject to the import and’ EXport permit
eomirol of the WDQ, Any person who wishes to import or export such waste into/from Heng
Kong should obtain a permit from this department. Failing to do (whether knowingly or not)
is an offence under the said Ordinance and the offender is Hable to a fine of $200,000 and &
months” imprisonment.
. To avoid being caught by this depariment, many Wastc impo'rt‘ers would deciarg
_ their hazardous electronic waste in the names of the respective nsed appliances (e.g. used
-

televisions and nsed compuier monifors, efe.) and import them inie. Homg Kong under 1he

potentially waste. As_ such, yon, being the party bringing the €argo into Hong Kong, have the
duty under the law to exercise due diligence to ensire that such cargo does not contain any




It view of the above, It IS 1o vour own Interest to take all Decessary measres to”

- ensure that any container declared as to contain “used televisions”, “wsed computter ronitors™ or

" “wsed appliances” does not facinde any hazardous controlled wasts in i before bringing it jnig
Hong Xong, This may include but sha]l not be limited to the following: o

and merchantable as secondhand goods;

ii, Confirm with the concgmed shipper or. consignes that adequate protective
packaging is provided to the used felevisions or chmputer momtors to protect

them from accidental damage in the course of tansportation and the assocated
handling processes; and e

i, In case of “ysed apphiances”, request the ‘concernad shipper or consignee 1o

_ As the above measures should have been taken before the' C&T20 leaves the
loading port, it s adwisable for ¥Ou 10-inform your overseas agents or.branches to adopt similar
mMeasires in considering accepting any orders for exporting used lelevisions or computer
monitors fo Hong Kong and pass on the nformation to you for your advice. Should the
toncerned pattize fail o provide the required information or proof, vou showld advise o

) We will in colltaboration with the Customs and Exeise Department closely
monitor all imported cargoes declared ag (0 contain any used appliances. Should any
controlled hezardous waste is found, legal proceedings will be initizted against. the
responsible parties without further warnjng, _ '

_ Should vou have any queries in this relation, Please feel free to contact g ar
2755 5462, For more Information about the waste import and export conirol, please visit gur
website at hitp:/fwwrw, epd.gov.hks, : . . -

(Steplién Thw, STy
Environmenta Prétecton Officer
for Director of Environmental Protection



